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Talking about abilities

Abstract:

Talking about abilities is one of the communicative skills that are basic while
learning to communicate in English. It could be considered as part of the
basic personal information someone can provide. 

Can is the first modal verb that students have contact with, it is the starting
point to learn some others. 
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The last examples have something in 
common …

Can / Can’t

Abilities & Permission





CAN

• It shows in PRESENT that someone has the ability to do 
something.

• Peter’s ten years old. He CAN read and write.

• It’s used to make a request.

• CAN you help me with my homework, please? 

• We use it to ask permission in informal situations.

• Mom, CAN I go out with my friends?
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