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INTRODUCTION

Currently, women in developedcountries,as well asin
some developing countries, form their families
Increasinglyflate. Theeducationalexpansiomndthe time
they spend studying have been mentioned as the main
factors that explain these changesin the calendar of
eventsrelatedto the family formation.

MAIN

We analyze how the length of studies explains an
Important part of the postponementof the first union
andthe first motherhoodin Mexicoand Spain

DATA

NationalSurveyof DynamicdPopulationconductedin the
year 2009 in Mexico, and Fertility, Family and Values
Surveyof the year2006in Spain

First analysis Logistic Regression, stratification by
educationallevel We estimate a bell-shapedmodel for
both the ratesby ageand by duration.

Variables
- Age AgePlus=In (maximumage— age)and AgeMinus=In (age—
minimumage

- Educationallevel: (ageof end of studies)< 16 yearsold, 16-18
yearsold and> 18 yearsold

- Duration from end of education to tihe event DurPlusin
(maximum duration — duration) and DurMinus=In(duration —
minimum duration)

Secondanalysis LogisticRegressionWe combine two
scales(ageof the woman and time passedsinceend of
studies) to form the overall risk of the event, by
educational level (this variable i1s constructed as a
categoricalvariablewith four levels <16 yearsold, 16-18
yearsold and> 18 yearsold and“in education

CONCLIUITIEONS

Thefirst resultsshowthat the impactthat duration since
completion of education has on family formation
patternsis greaterin Mexicothan in Spaingiventhat, as
we have been able to confirm, Mexican women go
through a smaller interval of wait between the
completion of their studies and the occurrenceof the
first union andfirst maternity than Spanishwomen
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Visibly Spain has increasedthe educational level of women born since 195Q

Different is the reality in Mexico, recently basic education has given way to

secondaryeducation
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In those countries the timing of first union is different, while in Mexico a clear
stability of middle age is observed,in Spainthe postponementof this event is
evident
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Thetiming of the first motherhoodin Mexicoshowshow more youngwomen and
best educatedare those that have delayedthe motherhood, while in Spainthe
delayis for allwomen
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Transttion tounion: effects of time €lapsed
since eentoof-education bgducationallevel

Transition te rmaothethood effects oftime elapsed
since eentcoeducation lbyeducationallevel
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Years since end of education

ThoseChartsshowthat the timing of union and motherhoodis in fact quite comparableacrosseducationalgroupsif we start the clockat the end of
educationrather than if we measureit in terms of age Sowe canseethe importanceof the ageat completingeducation,asdistinct from educational
attainment, for the timing of the first unionandfirst birth.
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Educationcompletionwas stronglyperceivedas
beginning of the family formation period,
regardlesshe level achieved But, after age 30
there are no more differencesin birth risk by
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level of education This may be the result of
societalnorms on early entry into union and
motherhood strong at that time As much a
woman spend more time enrolled in order to
obtain a higher educationallevel, as lesstime
remains for her to enter into union and
motherhoodbeforeage30.
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