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Abstract: 

The role of UN Model Laws in the harmonization of international law is examined. These laws, designed to address specific issues, 
provide a common normative framework that States can adopt and adapt according to their local needs. Their flexibility facilitates the 
creation of a more harmonized global legal system, reducing disparities and promoting consistency in the application of international 
norms. In addition, these laws promote the protection of human rights and universal values, foster international dialogue and contribute 
to building consensus among States. In a context of global challenges, they emerge as valuable tools for establishing a more equitable 
and coordinated international legal order. 
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Resumen: 

Se examina el papel de las Leyes Modelo de la ONU en la armonización del derecho internacional. Estas leyes, diseñadas para abordar 
temas específicos, ofrecen un marco normativo común que los Estados pueden adoptar y adaptar según sus necesidades locales. Su 
flexibilidad facilita la creación de un sistema legal global más armonizado, reduciendo disparidades y promoviendo la coherencia en 
la aplicación de normas internacionales. Además, estas leyes promueven la protección de los derechos humanos y valores universales, 
fomentan el diálogo internacional y contribuyen a la construcción de consenso entre los Estados. En un contexto de desafíos globales, 
éstas emergen como herramientas valiosas para establecer un orden jurídico internacional más equitativo y coordinado. 
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Introduction 
The development and evolution of international law have 
witnessed a remarkable phenomenon: the Model Laws of 
the United Nations (UN). These laws, designed to 
establish common standards and regulations among 
member states, have played a significant role in the 
harmonization of international law. This essay will embark 
on a brief journey through aspects related to UN Model 
Laws, exploring their origin, structure, practical application, 

comparison with national legal systems, challenges faced, 
impact on the harmonization of international law, 
prospects, specific case studies, the role of international 
organizations in their promotion, and their contribution to 
sustainable development at the global level. 
 

Origin and Evolution of UN Model Laws 
The Model Laws (MLs) of the United Nations (UN) have 
played an essential role in the harmonization of 
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international law. This brief highlights the exploration of the 
historical context and evolution of the UN Model Laws, as 
well as the analysis of the events leading to their creation 
and their initial purpose. In the historical context, it is noted 
that the emergence of the Model Laws dates to the post-
war period, specifically the 1940s, when the international 
community was in a process of transformation following 
World War II. The creation of the UN in 1945 became a 
milestone, establishing the fundamental principles that 
would govern relations between member states. (1) 
 
Determining events included the need to overcome legal 
and cultural barriers that hindered international 
collaboration. The diversity of legal systems and legal 
traditions among member states led to the formulation of 
the Model Laws during the San Francisco Conference in 
1945, where the Charter of the United Nations was drafted. 
(1,2) 
 
The initial purpose of the Model Laws was to provide a set 
of norms and principles that could be adopted and adapted 
by member states. These laws sought to establish 
common standards in crucial areas such as trade, human 
rights and international security, promoting uniformity in 
the application of international law and fostering 
confidence among states. (3) 
 
The UN Model Laws emerged in response to the need for 
a global legal framework during a period of international 
restructuring. Their evolution reflects their continuing 
adaptation to changing challenges, and their ongoing role 
in building a coherent and effective international legal 
system. 
 

Structure and Content of UN Model Laws 
The Model Laws of the United Nations (UN) are an 
essential element in the harmonization of international law. 
This summary focuses on examining the structure and 
fundamental elements present in these laws, and 
highlights specific case studies to illustrate their 
application, providing a comprehensive overview of their 
importance and effectiveness. 
 
The structure of UN Model Laws is diverse and covers 
multiple areas of international law. Within this structure, 
there are provisions that address fundamental issues such 
as human rights, international trade, conflict resolution and 
environmental protection. This breadth allows for the 
adaptability of model laws to the needs of member states, 
thus promoting effective and contextualized 
implementation. 
 

An emblematic case illustrating the application of UN 
Model Laws is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
This document is a fundamental reference in the protection 
and promotion of fundamental rights at the global level, 
exemplifying how the principles set out in model laws can 
influence national legislation. (4) 
 
In the field of international trade, the 2013 Marrakesh 
Agreement on Trade Facilitation for Blind Persons 
provides a concrete example of how UN model laws can 
be adapted to address contemporary challenges and 
ensure accessibility to information and culture for persons 
with visual impairments. (5) Another relevant example is 
the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child, which 
highlights the application of model laws in children's rights, 
setting international standards for their protection and well-
being. (6) 
 
The structure and content of UN Model Laws are 
instrumental in addressing a wide range of issues in 
international law. Case studies such as the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, the Marrakesh Accord and 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child demonstrate the 
versatility and effectiveness of these laws in promoting 
global standards and harmonizing legal practices 
worldwide. 
 

Practical Application of UN Model Laws 
The Model Laws of the United Nations (UN) have played a 
significant role in the harmonization of international law, 
and their practical application has left a tangible mark on 
global decision-making and conflict resolution. This brief 
examines actual cases where UN model laws have been 
used, analyzing their impact with a focus on decision-
making and conflict resolution. 
 
A paradigmatic example of the practical application of 
model laws is the International Court of Justice (ICJ) and 
its jurisprudence. Cases such as the ‘Case of the 
International Court of Justice on the Action of Nicaragua v. 
United States’ show how the norms and principles 
established in UN model laws directly influence judicial 
decisions, marking a milestone in the application of these 
laws in conflict situations. (7) 
 
In addition, the United Nations Convention against 
Corruption (United Nations, 2003) provides a relevant 
case study. This convention has been a key instrument in 
the global fight against corruption, influencing national 
policy formulation and international cooperation to address 
this transnational challenge. (8) 
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In the field of human rights, the application of model laws 
is evidenced in the ‘Case of the International Court of 
Justice on the Genocide of Bosnia and Herzegovina v. 
Serbia and Montenegro’. (9) This case illustrates how UN 
Model Laws, especially in relation to the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 
have played a role in accountability for serious human 
rights violations. (10) 
 
The practical application of the UN Model Laws is reflected 
in cases such as those mentioned above, where 
institutions such as the ICJ and specific conventions have 
contributed significantly to international decision-making 
and conflict resolution. 
 

Comparison with National Legal Systems of 
UN Model Laws 

The comparison between the United Nations (UN) Model 
Laws and the national legal systems of different countries 
offers a unique perspective on the interaction between 
international law and local jurisdictions. This summary 
highlights similarities and differences, analyzing how 
model laws interact with local laws and providing an 
overview of their applicability. 
 
In terms of similarities, the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child illustrates the convergence between model 
laws and national legal systems. This convention has 
directly influenced the formulation of policy and legislation 
for the protection of children's rights in numerous 
countries, highlighting the ability of model laws to serve as 
common standards. (6) 
 
However, differences are also evident. In the field of 
copyright, the Berne Convention for the Protection of 
Literary and Artistic Works highlights the variations in the 
implementation and application of model laws. The 
adaptation of the provisions of this convention in national 
legal systems reveals the diversity of approaches to 
dealing with intellectual property issues. (11) 
 
The UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment provides 
a further example of how model laws can find resonance 
in national legal systems. The implementation of this 
convention in several countries demonstrates the 
influence of model laws on national legislation to prevent 
torture and protect human rights. (12) 
 
The comparison between UN Model Laws and national 
legal systems highlights the complex dynamics between 
international law and local jurisdictions. The Convention 
on the Rights of the Child, the Berne Convention and the 
Convention against Torture exemplify how model laws 
can converge or diverge in their application at the national 
level. 
 

Challenges and Criticisms of UN Model Laws 
This analysis focuses on the challenges and criticisms 
faced by the United Nations (UN) Model Laws, highlighting 
reflections on possible improvements or adaptations 
needed. The critical review of these model laws provides 
a comprehensive overview of areas that require continued 
attention and adjustment. 
 
One of the recurring challenges is the variability in the 
implementation of model laws at the national level. The 
UN Convention against Corruption has faced criticism due 
to inconsistency in the application of its provisions in 
different jurisdictions, highlighting the need for more 
effective mechanisms to ensure coherence. (8) 
 
The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women has also been criticized for 
lack of compliance and uniform application. The disparity 
in the implementation of this convention highlights the 
importance of addressing the practical constraints that 
can hinder the effectiveness of model laws at the national 
level. (13) 
 
Another significant challenge concerns the adaptability of 
model laws to changing global dynamics. The United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change has 
faced criticism regarding its limited capacity to rapidly 
address current climate emergencies. This challenge 
highlights the importance of periodically reviewing and 
updating model laws to ensure their continued relevance. 
(14) 
 
In terms of possible improvements, the implementation of 
more effective monitoring mechanisms could address 
some of the above-mentioned criticisms. The UN 
Convention against Corruption could benefit from a more 
robust evaluation system to ensure accountability and 
consistent implementation. (8) 
 
Identifying challenges and criticisms of UN Model Laws 
offers an opportunity for continuous improvement and 
adaptation to the changing needs of global society. 
Reflection on specific cases, such as the Convention 
against Corruption and the Climate Change Convention, 
highlights the importance of a dynamic and proactive 
approach to strengthen the positive impact of these laws. 
 
 

The Impact of UN Model Laws on the 
Harmonisation of International Law 

This analysis focuses on investigating how United Nations 
(UN) Model Laws contribute significantly to the 
harmonisation of international law. By examining their role 
in creating common standards and norms among states, it 
highlights the positive impact of these laws in promoting 
coherence and cooperation at the global level. 
 
The Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations 
exemplifies how UN model laws play a role in the 
harmonisation of international law. By establishing 
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common rules for diplomatic relations, this convention has 
contributed to the creation of a uniform framework 
regulating interactions between states. (15) 
 
Another example is the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea, which has played a key role in the 
harmonization of international maritime law. This 
convention has established standards ranging from the 
delimitation of maritime boundaries to the conservation of 
marine resources, thus promoting coherence in the 
application of international law in the oceans. (16) 
 
In the field of human rights, the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights (4) represents a milestone in the 
harmonization of international standards. This declaration 
has influenced the creation of common standards for the 
protection of fundamental rights, serving as a frame of 
reference for national legislation and jurisprudence in 
numerous countries. 
 
The harmonization of international law through UN model 
laws is not only reflected in specific conventions but also 
in international jurisprudence. Cases such as the ‘Case of 
the International Court of Justice on the Action of 
Nicaragua v. United States’ (International Court of Justice, 
1986) demonstrate how model laws directly influence 
judicial decisions, contributing to coherence in the 
application of international law. (7) 
 
UN Model Laws have had a significant impact on the 
harmonization of international law, establishing common 
standards and norms that promote coherence and 
collaboration among States. 
 

Law Future Perspectives and Development of 
UN Model Laws 

This analysis focuses on exploring possible future trends 
in the evolution of the United Nations (UN) Model Laws, 
considering how these laws could be adapted to address 
new challenges and changes in the international 
landscape. Reflection on future perspectives is essential 
to anticipate the continued relevance of these laws in an 
ever-changing global environment. 
 
The adaptability of Model Laws becomes relevant when 
considering the increasing global interconnectedness. 
The UN Convention on Cybercrime exemplifies a future 
trend in addressing emerging technology-related 
challenges. This legal instrument reflects the need for 
specific model laws regulating activities in cyberspace, 
setting an important direction for future development. (17) 
 
Another future perspective focuses on environmental 
protection and sustainability. Growing awareness of 
climate change has led the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change to play an important role. 
The development of model laws that more specifically 
address emerging environmental challenges could be 
crucial for the preservation of the global environment. (14) 
 

In the field of artificial intelligence and ethics in 
technology, the creation of specific model laws could be 
essential to ensure a consistent and ethical application of 
these innovations. Although no specific convention 
currently exists, the international community could move 
towards the formulation of common principles to guide the 
development and use of artificial intelligence. 
 
The future perspective of the UN Model Laws could also 
include a greater focus on social and economic justice. 
The creation of legal instruments that more effectively 
address inequality and promote sustainable development 
could be a key area of focus to ensure a more equitable 
implementation of these laws. 
 
The prospects and development of UN Model Laws must 
consider emerging challenges and changing dynamics of 
the international landscape. Adaptation to current and 
future needs is essential to ensure that these laws remain 
relevant and effective in promoting the harmonization of 
international law. 
 
 

Laws Specific Case Studies on the Impact of 
UN Model Laws 

This analysis focuses on specific cases where United 
Nations (UN) Model Laws have had a significant impact, 
exploring the details of these cases to illustrate the 
application and effectiveness of these laws in practical 
contexts (Figure 1.). 
 
 

Case Description 
United Nations Convention 
against Corruption case. 

This case highlights the 
influence of the Model Laws in 
the global fight against 
corruption. The convention has 
stimulated the adoption of anti-
corruption measures at the 
national level, promoting 
transparency and 
accountability. (8) 

The case of the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child 

The implementation of this 
convention in various countries 
illustrates how UN Model Laws 
have contributed to the 
protection of children's rights. 
The convention has influenced 
national legislation and the 
creation of policies to ensure 
children's welfare. (6) 

Geneva Convention on the 
Treatment of Prisoners of 
War case. 

This specific case highlights 
the applicability and 
effectiveness of the Model 
Laws in situations of armed 
conflict. The convention has 
established standards for the 
humane treatment of prisoners 
of war, guiding the actions of 
states in wartime contexts. (18) 

Case of the Paris Agreement 
on Climate Change. 

In the environmental field, this 
case illustrates how UN Model 
Laws address contemporary 
challenges. The agreement 
has been necessary to 
coordinate global efforts to 
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mitigate climate change and 
adapt to its effects. (19) 

Case of the International 
Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination. 

This case highlights the 
application of the Model Laws 
in promoting equality and non-
discrimination. The convention 
has influenced national 
legislation and has served as a 
reference in cases of racial 
discrimination. (20) 

Figure 1. Case Studies on the Implementation of UN 
Model Laws through International Conventions. 

 
These case studies demonstrate the diversity of areas in 
which UN Model Laws have had a substantial impact. 
From fighting corruption to protecting children's rights and 
preserving the environment, these examples highlight the 
applicability and effectiveness of model laws in real-world 
contexts. 
 

Role of International Organizations in 
Promoting UN Model Laws 

This analysis focuses on examining the role of 
international organizations in the promotion and 
dissemination of United Nations (UN) Model Laws. It 
examines how these organizations play a key role in 
working with states to effectively implement these laws, 
highlighting the importance of international cooperation 
(Figure 2.). 
 

Case Description 
World Trade Organization 
(WTO) 

The WTO plays a key role in 
promoting model laws related 
to international trade. 
Agreements such as the Trade 
Facilitation Agreement (World 
Trade Organization, 2013) set 
standards for the simplification 
and harmonization of customs 
procedures, thereby facilitating 
trade between member states. 
(21) 

The World Bank In the area of economic 
development, the World Bank 
promotes the adoption of 
model laws that foster 
transparency and good 
governance. The 
implementation of principles 
set out in documents such as 
‘World Development Report 
2017: Governing for Equality’ 
reflects the collaboration 
between the World Bank and 
states to strengthen legal 
frameworks that advance 
equity. (22) 

International Labor 
Organization (ILO) 

The ILO plays an essential role 
in promoting model laws 
related to labor rights. 
Conventions such as the Worst 
Forms of Child Labor 
Convention (International 
Labor Organization, 1999) 
reflect the collaboration 
between the ILO and States to 
eradicate harmful labor 
practices. (23) 

World Health Organization 
(WHO) 

In the field of public health, 
WHO works closely with states 
to promote model laws to 
address global health 
challenges. Guidelines such as 
the International Health 
Regulations set standards for 
detection and response to 
health threats, facilitating 
international cooperation in 
emergency situations. (24) 

International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) 

The IMF, in its role of 
promoting global financial 
stability, works with states to 
develop and adopt model laws 
that strengthen national 
financial frameworks. Reports 
such as ‘Global Financial 
Stability: A Perspective’ 
highlight the importance of 
sound financial regulations and 
their impact on global 
economic stability. (25) 

Figure 2. Case Studies of International Organizations 
and Their Contributions to Model Laws 

 
International organizations play an important role in 
promoting and disseminating UN Model Laws in various 
areas. Effective collaboration between these 
organizations and States is essential for the successful 
implementation of model laws that address global 
challenges and promote common standards. 
 
 

Sustainable Development and International 
Law: Contributions of the UN Model Laws 

This analysis examines how the United Nations (UN) 
Model Laws contribute to the achievement of global 
sustainable development goals. Specific cases are 
explored where these laws have been used to address 
issues related to sustainable development, highlighting 
their role in promoting sustainable practices internationally 
(Figure 3.). 
 

Case Description 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development 

The 2030 Agenda, with its 17 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), represents a 
comprehensive framework 
where the UN model laws play 
a key role. Instruments such as 
the Convention on Climate 
Change and the Convention on 
Biological Diversity are 
essential to address SDG 13 
(Climate Action) and SDG 15 
(Life on Terrestrial 
Ecosystems), respectively. 
(14, 26, 27) 

United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea 

In the context of SDG 14 (Life 
Underwater), this convention 
has been essential to establish 
principles that regulate the 
sustainable exploitation of 
marine resources and the 
conservation of ocean 
biodiversity. (16) 
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Paris Agreement on Climate 
Change 

This international agreement is 
a paradigmatic example of how 
the UN model laws, specifically 
in the climate field, contribute 
to SDG 13 (Climate Action). 
Facilitates global cooperation 
to limit global temperature rise 
and adapt to the impacts of 
climate change. (19) 

Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against 
Women 

Addressing gender equality 
(SDG 5), this convention 
reflects how model laws can be 
used to promote social justice 
and contribute to sustainable 
development. (13) 

United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Peasants 
and Other People Working in 
Rural Areas 

This recent document 
contributes to SDG 2 (Zero 
Hunger) and SDG 15 (Life of 
Terrestrial Ecosystems), 
recognizing the rights of 
farmers and promoting 
sustainable agricultural 
practices. (28) 

Figure 3. Case Studies on UN Model Laws and Their 
Alignment with the SDGs 

 
These specific cases highlight the versatility and concrete 
application of the UN Model Laws in the context of 
sustainable development. The interconnection between 
these laws and the SDGs demonstrates how international 
law can be an effective catalyst for promoting sustainable 
development at a global level. 
 

Conclusion 
At the culmination of this essay on the UN Model Laws, a 
deeper understanding of their transformative role in the 
international legal landscape emerges. From their origin, 
marked by events that demanded common standards, to 
their practical application in real cases that impacted 
decision-making and conflict resolution, these laws have 
proven to be a unifying force. 
 
Despite the challenges and criticisms faced, reflections on 
future improvements and adaptations reveal the ability of 
the UN Model Laws to evolve and maintain their 
relevance. Its contribution to the harmonization of 
international law is evident in the creation of common 
standards and norms, thus promoting cooperation 
between States. 
 
Specific case studies illustrate the practical application of 
these laws in various areas, from trade to environmental 
protection. The role of international organizations in their 
promotion and dissemination underlines the importance 
of global collaboration in the effective implementation of 
these regulations. 
 
Finalmente, la conexión entre las Leyes Modelo de la 
ONU y el desarrollo sostenible destaca su potencial para 
contribuir a los objetivos globales. Al explorar estas 
facetas, este ensayo arroja luz sobre la complejidad y la 
vitalidad de las Leyes Modelo de la ONU en el contexto 
del derecho internacional y su constante evolución hacia 
un futuro más armonizado y sostenible. 
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