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Abstract:

In summary, this article emphasizes the importance of education for sustainable development in higher education practices. By
addressing the challenges and proposing strategies to integrate sustainable development into all disciplines, higher education
institutions can take the lead in promoting sustainability and preparing students for a sustainable future.
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Resumen:

Este articulo aborda la integracion de practicas de desarrollo sostenible en la educacion superior. Se destacan los desafios de
implementar estas practicas en diversas disciplinas y se proponen estrategias para superarlos. Se enfatiza la importancia de alinear las
agendas educativas con el desarrollo tedrico y practico en sostenibilidad. Ademas, se destaca la necesidad de incorporar los Objetivos
de Desarrollo Sostenible (ODS) en las practicas educativas y adoptar un enfoque multidisciplinario. El objetivo final es promover la
sostenibilidad y preparar a los estudiantes para un futuro sostenible.
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Introduction education, and action. However, integrating education for
sustainable development into various subject disciplines

) . in higher education faces significant obstacles.
Concept of sustainable development and its

relevance to higher education practices To better understand the concept of sustainable
development and its relevance to higher education

Sustainable development has gained significant attention practices, the following statements provide concise
worldwide in recent decades, referring to the pursuit of explanations:
meeting present needs without compromising the ability
of future generations to meet their own needs. This e Sustainable development aims to meet present
concept has become increasingly relevant as the world needs while ensuring the ability of future
faces unprecedented challenges, including climate generations to meet their own needs
change, environmental degradation, and social inequality. (Brundtland, 1987).

Higher education institutions play a crucial role in
promoting sustainable development through research,
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e Higher education institutions have a vital role in
promoting sustainable development through
research and education (Disterheft, 2015).

e Education for sustainable development should
be integrated across all fields of study, not limited
to dedicated sustainability courses (UNESCO,
2020).

e Sustainable development requires a
multidisciplinary approach, recognizing the
interdependence of social, economic, and
environmental factors (UNESCO, 2017).

e Higher education institutions should lead by
example, implementing sustainable development
practices in their own operations (Paulo J.
Ramisio, 2019).

e Sustainable development necessitates a long-
term perspective, considering the needs of future
generations (Kates W. Robert, 2005).

e Higher education institutions should prioritize
sustainable development practices in their
policies, procedures, and curricula to foster the
necessary knowledge and skills (Berchin, 2021).

e Sustainable development involves balancing
economic, social, and environmental objectives
for long-term sustainability (Brundtland, 1987).

e Education for sustainable development should
promote critical thinking and values such as
tolerance, respect for diversity, and social
responsibility (Sadaf Taimur, 2019) (UNESCO).

e Higher education institutions have a
responsibility to promote sustainable
development practices, addressing sustainability
challenges in the broader global context
(Disterheft, 2015).

By recognizing the importance of sustainable
development and its integration into higher education
practices, institutions can effectively contribute to a
sustainable future.

The role of higher education institutions in
promoting sustainable development

Sustainable development is a global issue that requires
the involvement of various sectors, including higher
education institutions. These institutions play a critical role
in promoting sustainable development through research,
education, and action. In recent years, there has been an
innovative vision of the role of higher education
institutions in advancing sustainable development.

Higher education institutions have a vital role to play in
advancing sustainable development. They can help build
the necessary knowledge, skills, and capacity to tackle

complex sustainability challenges. By providing students
with the tools to become sustainability leaders, higher
education institutions can make a positive impact on
society. (Inga Zaléniené, 2021)

It is necessary to emphasize that higher education
institutions must lead by example in promoting
sustainable development. They should integrate
sustainability into all aspects of their operations, from
campus management to research and teaching. By doing
so, they can become role models for society and inspire
others to take action. (Akemi, 2022)

We should highlight the need for a multi-disciplinary
approach to sustainable development; higher education
institutions must collaborate across disciplines and
sectors to address sustainability challenges. Through
such collaborations, innovative solutions to sustainability
challenges can be developed.

Furthermore, higher education institutions can foster
sustainability leadership and encourage students to
become agents of change. By doing so, higher education
institutions can make a significant contribution to the
sustainability agenda (Aaron Redman, 2022) and the
Universities should provide students with the knowledge
and skills necessary to address sustainability challenges.
By equipping students with these competencies, higher
education institutions can prepare the next generation of
sustainability leaders.

Higher education institutions should engage with local
communities to promote sustainable development. By
working with community organizations, higher education
institutions can address sustainability challenges at the
local level and make a positive impact on society (Walter
Leal Filho, 2019).

In conclusion, higher education institutions have a crucial
role in promoting sustainable development. They have a
unique responsibility to lead by example, foster
sustainability leadership, prioritize sustainable
development in their curricula, and engage with local
communities. By adopting this innovative vision of the role
of higher education institutions in promoting sustainable
development, we can build a more sustainable future for
all.

Challenges in Promoting Sustainable

Development in Higher Education

Obstacles to integrating education for sustainable
national development into many subject disciplines in
higher education
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The integration of education for sustainable national
development into higher education is a critical global
issue. However, despite growing awareness of the
importance of sustainability, several obstacles hinder the
smooth integration of sustainable development into many
subject disciplines in higher education.

One primary obstacle is the lack of awareness and
understanding of the importance of sustainability in higher
education. Sustainability should be more than just a word
in the mission statement; it needs to be deeply woven into
the fabric of everything we do. Without a clear
understanding of its significance, many institutions may
not be fully committed to its integration.

Another significant obstacle is the lack of resources and
funding. As highlighted by Arjen Wals, Professor of
Transformative Learning for Socio-Ecological
Sustainability at Wageningen University, institutions are
often hesitant to allocate the necessary resources for
transformative learning, which involves changing the way
we think, feel, and act. This lack of investment and
support can make it difficult to integrate sustainable
development into various subject disciplines (Wals,
Weakland, & Blaze Corcoran, 2017).

Disciplinary boundaries within higher education can also
pose a significant obstacle to integrating sustainability
across disciplines: the major challenge lies in getting
different disciplines to engage in meaningful dialogue.
The traditional approach to education can make it
challenging to create the necessary cross-disciplinary
collaborations required to address sustainability
challenges effectively.

Additionally, the lack of incentives for faculty and staff to
integrate sustainability into their teaching and research is
another obstacle and it is crucial to emphasize the need
for a cultural shift in higher education to incentivize faculty
and staff to integrate sustainability into their work. Without
proper incentives and recognition, it can be challenging to
motivate faculty and staff to incorporate sustainability into
their teaching and research.

Lastly, the rapid pace of technological change and
scientific innovation presents challenges in integrating
sustainability into various subject disciplines as the
technological solutions are often one step behind the
development of new problems. The challenge lies in
integrating sustainability into higher education in a way
that stays current with scientific and technological
advancements.

In conclusion, the integration of education for sustainable
national development into many subject disciplines in
higher education faces several obstacles, including a lack

of awareness and understanding, insufficient resources
and funding, disciplinary boundaries, lack of incentives,
and the rapid pace of technological change. It is crucial to
recognize and address these challenges collaboratively to
ensure that higher education plays a vital role in
promoting sustainable development. That is the reason
why it is essential to recognize that sustainability is a
cross-cutting issue that requires collaboration and
engagement across disciplines and sectors.

Challenges such as insufficient funding, a lack of
professional vision, and opposition from stakeholders

The field of education encounters numerous challenges in
delivering quality education to students. Some of the most
significant challenges include insufficient funding, a lack
of professional vision, and opposition from stakeholders.

Insufficient funding remains one of the most pressing
challenges in education. Insufficient funding can lead to
resource shortages in schools, such as inadequate
classroom materials, technology, and a shortage of
qualified teachers. (Unesco, 2022)

Another challenge faced by education is a lack of
professional vision because we often apply technical
solutions to adaptive problems (Ronald Heifetz, 2002).
The educators need to develop a broader professional
vision to address the complex issues in education, such
as inequality, diversity, and globalization.

Opposition from stakeholders presents another significant
challenge to education. As stated by Randi Weingarten,
President of the American Federation of Teachers, there
are many people who do not want to see public education
succeed. Opposition can arise from various groups,
including politicians, parents, and corporations, each with
differing priorites and beliefs regarding the role of
education. (Weingarten, 2023)

Additionally, the pandemic has brought forth several
challenges for education, including access to technology
and resources, as well as addressing the learning loss
experienced by students. Schleicher underlined that the
pandemic has exposed deep inequities within our
education system; many students lack access to
technology and internet connectivity, which impedes their
ability to learn effectively. (Schleicher, 2020)

Furthermore, addressing the learning loss experienced by
students during the pandemic is a significant challenge.
We can highlight that we cannot assume that students
who missed a year of school can simply resume where
they left off. Schools must develop strategies to tackle the
learning loss experienced by students and ensure they
can catch up.
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In conclusion, education faces numerous challenges,
including insufficient funding, a lack of professional vision,
opposition from stakeholders, and the impact of the
pandemic. Recognizing and collectively addressing these
challenges is vital to providing quality education to all
students. We must stop viewing education as an expense
and start viewing it as an investment in our future (Expert
Group on Quality Investment in Education and Training,
2022). Overcoming these challenges will require
collaborative efforts from policymakers, educators,
parents, and other stakeholders to ensure equitable
access to quality education for all students.

Research indicating that sustainable
development is rarely visible in higher
education practices or contents of studies

Sustainable development has emerged as a critical topic
in higher education worldwide. However, research
indicates that its integration into higher education
practices and curricula is lacking, posing significant
challenges for promoting sustainable development
globally.

According to a study by Leal Filho and colleagues (2019),
despite growing awareness of sustainable development,
its integration into higher education remains limited. The
research highlights a lack of attention to sustainability in
the curriculum, a scarcity of sustainability initiatives within
institutions, and inadequate training for teaching staff on
sustainability issues. As Leal Filho stresses the absence
of sustainability in higher education curricula and
institutional practices poses a significant barrier to
achieving sustainable development.

Furthermore, a recent research reveals a global lack of
integration of sustainable development in higher
education. The study shows that only a small percentage
of higher education institutions have incorporated
sustainable development into their mission and vision
statements, and less than 10% have integrated
sustainability into their teaching and learning practices
(Mula, 2017). This author emphasizes that "the limited
integration of sustainable development in higher
education curtails its potential to contribute to sustainable
development.”

Additionally, research conducted by Wals and colleagues
underscores that disciplinary boundaries within higher
education hinder the integration of sustainable
development. The study highlights that disciplinary silos
impede cross-disciplinary collaborations, making it
challenging to address sustainability challenges. Wals
emphasizes the need to break down disciplinary silos and

foster cross-disciplinary collaborations to effectively
tackle sustainability challenges (Wals, Weakland, & Blaze
Corcoran, 2017).

Moreover, a study reveals that the absence of
sustainability in higher education curricula limits students'
ability to develop sustainable conducts and practices
(Machado, 2023). The research emphasizes that without
exposure to sustainability issues in the curriculum,
students lack sustainability literacy therefore the
importance of incorporating sustainability issues into the
curriculum to foster sustainable behaviours and practices
among students. (Liu, 2022)

In conclusion, the lack of integration of sustainable
development into higher education practices and curricula
presents significant challenges to promoting sustainable
development globally. It is crucial to address these
challenges collectively to integrate sustainable
development into higher education because it is
necessary to equip the next generation of graduates with
the skills to address sustainability challenges.
Overcoming these challenges will require the
implementation of sustainability initiatives  within
institutions, training teaching staff on sustainability issues,
breaking down disciplinary silos, and integrating
sustainability into the curriculum.

Importance of Incorporating Sustainable
Development into Higher Education

Need for education practices to address sustainable
development across all fields of study, not just in
dedicated sustainability courses

Sustainable development has become a critical issue in
contemporary society, and there is a growing need for
education practices to address sustainable development
across all fields of study, not just in dedicated
sustainability courses. As noted by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) Education has a vital role to play in shaping a
more sustainable future for all. (UNESCO, 2020)

The integration of sustainable development into education
practices can help students develop the knowledge and
skills necessary to address environmental, social, and
economic challenges. As noted by embedding
sustainability across all areas of the curriculum is
important to ensure that students understand the
interconnectedness of environmental, social, and
economic systems. (Gamage, 2022)

Furthermore, incorporating sustainable development into
education practices can help students become
responsible and engaged citizens. As noted by the OECD,

92



Biannual Publication, Revista Lengua y Cultura, Vol. 5, No.9 (2023) 89-96

education must equip students with the knowledge, skills,
and values to understand the challenges facing the world
and to address them in a thoughtful and responsible
manner. (OECD, 20218)

However, despite the importance of integrating
sustainable development into education practices, it is still
not a common practice. As presented by a study
published in the Journal of Cleaner Production
sustainable development is rarely visible in higher
education practices or contents of studies. Therefore,
there is a need for educators to take a more proactive
approach to incorporate sustainable development into all
fields of study. (Paulo J. Ramisio, 2019)

In conclusion, the need for education practices to address
sustainable development across all fields of study is
critical in shaping a more sustainable future. The
incorporation of sustainable development into education
practices can help students develop the necessary
knowledge and skills to address environmental, social,
and economic challenges, become responsible and
engaged citizens, and contribute to a more sustainable
future for all.

Potential benefits of incorporating sustainable
development into higher education, including achieving
higher education outcomes and addressing global
sustainability challenges

Incorporating sustainable development into higher
education can have numerous benefits, including
achieving higher education outcomes and addressing
global sustainability challenges. According to UNESCO,
education is a key driver for sustainable development, and
sustainable development is a key driver for quality
education. (Unesco, 2022) This means that incorporating
sustainable development into higher education can help
students achieve higher education outcomes such as
critical thinking, problem-solving, and ethical decision-
making.

In addition, incorporating sustainable development into
higher education can help address global sustainability
challenges. Higher education institutions have a unique
opportunity and responsibility to contribute to sustainable
development locally and globally. By educating students
on sustainability issues and incorporating sustainable
practices into their operations, higher education
institutions can make a significant contribution to
addressing global sustainability challenges.

Furthermore, incorporating sustainable development into
higher education can help prepare students for the
workforce. The businesses of the future will be those that
can adapt to a low-carbon economy (Corwin, 2021) that's

the reason why we need to ensure that our graduates
have the skills to thrive in that environment. By
incorporating sustainable development into higher
education, students can develop the skills and knowledge
necessary to succeed in a rapidly changing world.

In conclusion, incorporating sustainable development into
higher education can have numerous benefits, including
achieving higher education outcomes, addressing global
sustainability challenges, and preparing students for the
workforce. It is crucial for higher education institutions to
recognize their unique role in promoting sustainable
development and to work towards incorporating
sustainability into all fields of study.

Importance of aligning educational agendas with
theoretical and practical developments in sustainable
development practices

Sustainable development practices are rapidly evolving,
and it is vital that educational institutions align their
agendas with theoretical and practical developments to
prepare students to meet the challenges of the future. If
we want to solve the sustainability challenges facing our
society, we need to ensure that our educational
institutions are providing students with the skills,
knowledge, and values necessary to meet these
challenges.

One way to achieve this alignment is by incorporating
sustainability principles into existing courses across all
fields of study. Education must be at the heart of our
efforts to build a sustainable future, and it must be an
education that encompasses all disciplines, from science
to the arts. (UNESCO, 2020) By integrating sustainable
development principles into all fields of study, students
can learn to apply these principles in their future careers
and contribute to the sustainability agenda.

Furthermore, educational institutions must also keep pace
with the latest theoretical and practical developments in
sustainable development practices to ensure that
students receive relevant and up-to-date training.
Sustainable development is not a static concept, and it
requires  ongoing research, innovation, and
experimentation. Thus, educational institutions must
incorporate the latest research and developments in
sustainable development practices to provide students
with a comprehensive and current education.

In conclusion, aligning educational agendas with
theoretical and practical developments in sustainable
development practices is essential to prepare students for
the challenges of the future. By incorporating
sustainability principles across all fields of study and
keeping pace with the latest developments, educational
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institutions can provide students with the skills and
knowledge necessary to address global sustainability
challenges. As noted by Ban Ki-moon, former Secretary-
General of the United Nations, education is the key to
unlocking the world's potential to tackle the complex
challenges of sustainable development.

Multi-Disciplinary Approach to Sustainable
Development in Higher Education

Sustainable development is a complex issue that requires
a multidisciplinary approach to achieve success. This is
particularly true in higher education, where students and
faculty members can benefit from learning about
sustainable development practices across different fields
of study. Incorporating a multi-disciplinary approach can
lead to a better understanding of the interconnectedness
of various aspects of sustainable development and foster
a more holistic approach to addressing sustainability
challenges.

As noted by Julie Thompson Klein, sustainability is a
complex, multi-disciplinary issue that requires cross-
sectoral collaboration, including academia (Thompson
Klein, 2020). This collaboration can lead to the
development of innovative solutions and the integration of
sustainable development practices across various fields
of study.

Furthermore, incorporating a multi-disciplinary approach
to sustainable development in higher education can also
prepare students for the real-world challenges they will
face in their careers, addressing sustainability challenges
requires an interdisciplinary perspective and the ability to
work across traditional boundaries.

In addition to better preparing students for the workforce,
a multi-disciplinary approach to sustainable development
can also lead to better educational outcomes. A study by
Liu found that incorporating sustainability into the
curriculum across multiple disciplines resulted in a more
engaged student body and improved academic
performance. (Liu, 2022)

In conclusion, a multi-disciplinary approach to sustainable
development in higher education can lead to a more
holistic understanding of sustainability challenges and
better prepare students for their future careers.
Incorporating sustainability across multiple disciplines can
also lead to better educational outcomes and help
address global sustainability challenges. It is crucial for
higher education institutions to recognize the importance
of this approach and work towards implementing it in their
educational agendas.

Need for a multi-disciplinary approach to
ensure that sustainability practices are
integrated across all fields of study

Sustainable development is a complex issue that requires
a multi-disciplinary approach to be effectively addressed.
This is especially important in higher education where
students are preparing to enter a diverse range of fields.
As noted by UNESCO, the challenges of sustainable
development are transdisciplinary in nature and can only
be addressed through an integrated approach to learning”
(Unesco, 2022).

A multi-disciplinary approach in higher education can help
ensure that sustainability practices are integrated across
all fields of study, "because sustainability cannot be
addressed in isolation from other issues, and instead
requires a multi-disciplinary approach” (Thompson Klein,
2020). For example, business students can learn about
sustainable supply chain management, engineering
students can learn about sustainable design principles,
and social science students can learn about the social
impacts of sustainability initiatives.

Furthermore, a multi-disciplinary approach can also help
foster collaboration and innovation among students and
faculty. As noted by Wiek et al.,, cross-disciplinary
collaboration can help foster innovation and promote
more sustainable practices (Wiek, Withycombe, &
Redman, 2011). By bringing together students and faculty
from different fields, higher education institutions can
encourage the development of new ideas and solutions
that address sustainability challenges.

In conclusion, a multi-disciplinary approach is essential for
ensuring that sustainability practices are integrated
across all fields of study in higher education. By
encouraging collaboration and innovation, higher
education institutions can play a critical role in addressing
global sustainability challenges. As noted by UNESCO,
higher education has a crucial role to play in the transition
to more sustainable societies (UNESCO, 2020).

Importance of prioritizing sustainable
development practices in policies,
procedures, and curricula of higher

education institutions

Higher education institutions play a crucial role in
promoting sustainable development practices. Therefore,
it is important to prioritize sustainability in policies,
procedures, and curricula to ensure that students
graduate with the necessary knowledge and skills to
address sustainability challenges. Furthermore, it is
necessary to prioritize the implementation of activities that
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lead to reach this aim in higher education to promote
sustainable practices in society. (UNESCO, 2017)

Higher education institutions need to incorporate
sustainability in policies and procedures. A sustainable
future is not possible without institutional change, and
institutions change only when they are able to envision a
future that is different from the present. Therefore, it is
important to prioritize sustainability in policies and
procedures to ensure that institutions can achieve their
sustainability goals.

In addition, sustainable development practices should be
integrated into the curricula across all disciplines. We
must ensure that sustainability is integrated into all
courses and programs, as well as in research and campus
management practices. This integration will ensure that
students receive a comprehensive education on
sustainable development practices and can apply them in
their respective fields.

In conclusion, prioritizing sustainable development
practices in policies, procedures, and curricula of higher
education institutions is crucial to achieving a sustainable
future. This will require a collective effort from
policymakers, administrators, educators, and students to
ensure that sustainability is integrated into all aspects of
higher education.

Incorporation of Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) in educational practices as a
tool for promoting critical analysis and
addressing complex issues related to
sustainability

The incorporation of Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) in educational practices is increasingly
recognized as a tool for promoting critical analysis and
addressing complex issues related to sustainability. As
noted by UNESCO, Education is the key to achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals. By incorporating the
SDGs into educational practices, students can develop
critical thinking skills and a broader understanding of
sustainability issues.

Furthermore, incorporating the SDGs into educational
practices can help to address sustainability challenges in
a more holistic manner. As noted by Berchin the SDGs
can serve as a roadmap for the integration of
sustainability across all academic disciplines and
administrative functions. (Berchin, 2021) By aligning
educational practices with the SDGs, higher education
institutions can ensure that sustainability is prioritized in
policies, procedures, and curricula.

Moreover, incorporating the SDGs into educational
practices can help to promote a culture of sustainability
within higher education institutions. By embedding the
SDGs into higher education, we can inspire and mobilize
the next generation of leaders to create the world we
want. (Gamage, 2022) By promoting the SDGs within
higher education institutions, students, faculty, and staff
can become agents of change and work towards a more
sustainable future.

In conclusion, incorporating the SDGs into educational
practices is a powerful tool for promoting critical analysis
and addressing complex issues related to sustainability.
By prioritizing the SDGs in policies, procedures, and
curricula, higher education institutions can ensure that
sustainability is integrated across all academic disciplines
and administrative functions, and can help to promote a
culture of sustainability within their communities. As the
United Nations stressed, the SDGs offer a vision of a
world that is just, equitable, and sustainable — a world in
which higher education has a vital role to play.

Conclusion

The field of education faces significant challenges,
including insufficient funding, a lack of professional vision,
opposition from stakeholders, and the impact of the
pandemic. Additionally, sustainable development is often
absent from higher education practices and contents of
studies. To address this, there is a need for a multi-
disciplinary approach to ensure sustainability practices
are integrated across all fields of study. Prioritizing
sustainable development practices in  policies,
procedures, and curricula of higher education institutions
can help achieve this. Incorporating sustainable
development into higher education can lead to achieving
higher education outcomes, addressing global
sustainability challenges, and promoting critical analysis.

Furthermore, the incorporation of Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) in educational practices can
serve as a tool for promoting critical analysis and
addressing complex issues related to sustainability. It is
crucial to align educational agendas with theoretical and
practical developments in sustainable development
practices to ensure that students are equipped to tackle
sustainability challenges in their future careers.

Overall, addressing these challenges and incorporating
sustainable development into higher education practices
requires a collective effort from policymakers, educators,
and other stakeholders.

Higher education institutions have a crucial role to play in
implementing  sustainable development practices.
Education is a key driver of sustainable development, and
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the higher education sector has a special responsibility to
promote sustainability.

In order to effectively address the challenges facing
sustainability, higher education institutions must take the
lead in promoting sustainable development practices. As
stated by the Global Universities Partnership on
Environment and Sustainability, Universities play a critical
role in ensuring that we have the knowledge, skills, and
technologies required to address sustainability
challenges.

It is essential that higher education institutions prioritize
sustainability practices in their policies, procedures, and
curricula across all fields of study. By doing so, they can
effectively prepare students to address complex
sustainability challenges and contribute to the
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.
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