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Origen del idioma Inglés  

Origin of English Language 

Sandra J. Palacios-Reyes a  

Abstract: 

History of English language is an interesting topic. English belongs to the Indo-European family of languages. Proto-Indo-European 

was the first language used by nomads 5000 years ago. Then Germanic came from this ancestral speech.  Throughout history we can 

distinguish three stages of the English language: Old English, Middle English and Modern English. 
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Resumen: 

La historia del idioma inglés es un tema interesante. El inglés pertenece a la familia de lenguas indoeuropeo. El Proto-Indo-Europeo fue el 
primer lenguaje utilizado por nómadas hace 5ooo años. El Germánico viene de este lenguaje ancestral. A través de la historia podemos 
distinguir tres etapas de la lengua inglesa: Old English (Inglés Antiguo), Middle English (ingles medio) y Modern English (inglés 
moderno).  
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Old English  

 

There are four dialects that belongs to this stage. North 

Tum Brian in the North of England, Mercian in Central 

England, Kentish in Southeaster England and West Saxon 

in southwestern England. It was spoken from the 5th to 

11th centuries.  

 

It is also known as Anglo-Saxon.  There are some notable 

works from this stage: Beowulf, The Wanserer and The 

Seafarer and Caedom’s Hymn (epic poems). It was 

influenced by Latin, Celtic Languages, and Norse 

Languages. Old English laid the foundation for the English 

language, with many of its words and grammatical 

structures are still visible in Modern English.  

 

 

 

 

Middle English  

 

It was spoken from 11th to the 15th centuries, saw 

significant changes in the English language due various 

historical events and cultural influences.  

Some of them are from the French language (prince, duke, 

parament), Latin, Norse languages, Greek, Italian and 

Arabic. Middle English was a transformative period for the 

English language, laying the groundwork for Early Modern 

English.  

  

Modern English  

 

At the beginning the 15th to the 20th centuries were seen 

significant developments in the English language due to 

various historical events, cultural movements, and 

technological advancements.  

World Wars and globalization in the 20th century made the 

English language global.  
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Also, technology gave new words to the language 

and terminology emerged with industrial and 

digital advances. William Shakespeare’s plays 

and sonnets were written in this stage.  

  

Contemporary English  

 

It spans from the late 20th century to the present. 

Technology gave new words like selfie, hashtag, whats 

app, Instagram, etc.  

This time is characterized by its dynamic nature, with 

language evolving rapidly in response to technological, 

social, and cultural changes.  

. 
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