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Pronombres relativos 

Relative pronouns 

Lidie S. Cortés Fernández 

Abstract: 

Relative pronouns are essential elements of English grammar, used to connect clauses and provide additional information about a 
noun. The most common relative pronouns are "who," "which," "that," "where," "when," and "whose." Each pronoun serves a specific 
function, such as referring to people, objects, places, time, or possession. Understanding their correct usage enhances clarity and 
coherence in writing and speech. This article explores the roles and applications of these relative pronouns in detail, providing 
examples and explanations to aid comprehension. 
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Resumen: 

Los pronombres relativos son elementos esenciales de la gramática inglesa, utilizados para conectar cláusulas y proporcionar 
información adicional sobre un sustantivo. Los pronombres relativos más comunes son "who," "which," "that," "where," "when" y 
"whose." Cada pronombre cumple una función específica, como referirse a personas, objetos, lugares, tiempo o posesión. Comprender 
su uso correcto mejora la claridad y coherencia en la escritura y el habla. Este artículo explora en detalle los roles y aplicaciones de 
estos pronombres relativos, proporcionando ejemplos y explicaciones para facilitar su comprensión. 
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Introducción 
In English grammar, relative pronouns are used to 
introduce relative clauses, which provide additional 
information about a noun without starting a new sentence. 
These pronouns help create complex sentences, 
improving fluency and cohesion in communication. 
Mastering their usage is crucial for constructing well-
formed and meaningful sentences. This article examines 
the different relative pronouns and their specific functions, 
along with examples to illustrate their proper application. 
 
Relative Pronouns and Their Uses 

1. Who: This relative pronoun is used to refer to 
people. It acts as the subject of the relative 
clause. 

• Example: "The teacher who helped me is very 
kind." 

2. Which: "Which" is used to refer to animals and 
objects. 

• Example: "The book which I borrowed is very 
interesting." 

3. That: This pronoun can refer to both people and 
things. It is often used in restrictive relative 
clauses. 

• Example: "The movie that we watched was 
amazing." 

4. Where: "Where" is used to refer to places. 
• Example: "This is the city where I was born." 
5. When: "When" is used to refer to time-related 

events. 
• Example: "I remember the day when we first met." 
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6. Whose: "Whose" indicates possession and can 
refer to both people and things. 

• Example: "She is the girl whose brother won the 
race." 

 
Relative pronouns are fundamental to constructing 
clear and informative sentences in English. They help 
connect ideas and provide additional details about a 
noun without the need for separate sentences. 
Understanding the functions of "who," "which," "that," 
"where," "when," and "whose" enables effective 
communication in both spoken and written forms. By 
mastering their use, learners can enhance their 
grammatical accuracy and fluency in English. 
 

 

Figure 1. Relative pronouns 
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