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Presente Perfecto: Palabras clave

Present Perfect: Signal words

Lidie S. Cortés Fernandez?

Abstract:

The Present Perfect tense is often difficult for learners because it connects past actions with the present. One of the most effective
ways to recognize and use this tense correctly is by paying attention to signal words such as ever, never, for, since, already, yet, just,
and lately. These words indicate when the tense is necessary and help students understand the meaning of the sentence.

For example, since and for show the duration of an action that started in the past and continues now (I have lived here since 2015).
Words like ever and never are used when asking or answering about life experiences (Have you ever visited London?). Already and
yet help students express if something has happened or not at the present moment.

The importance of these signal words lies in their function as guides: they not only signal the use of the Present Perfect but also clarify
the relationship between past experiences and the present situation. By practicing with these markers, students can improve their
fluency, avoid confusion with other tenses like the Past Simple, and communicate more naturally about experiences, unfinished
actions, and recent events.

For learners, mastering these words means developing confidence in expressing personal experiences, life events, and ongoing
situations, which are key skills in real communication.
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Resumen:

El tiempo Present Perfect suele ser dificil para los estudiantes porque conecta acciones pasadas con el presente. Una de las formas
mas efectivas de reconocer y usar este tiempo correctamente es prestando atencién a las palabras clave como ever, never, for, since,
already, yet, just y lately. Estas palabras indican cuando es necesario usar el tiempo y ayudan a los alumnos a comprender el
significado de la oracion.

Por ejemplo, since y for muestran la duracion de una accion que comenzo en el pasado y contintia en el presente (I have lived here
since 2015). Palabras como ever y never se usan para preguntar o responder sobre experiencias de vida (Have you ever visited
London?). Already y yet ayudan a expresar si algo ha sucedido o no en el momento presente.

La importancia de estas palabras clave radica en su funcion como guias: no solo sefialan el uso del Present Perfect, sino que también
aclaran la relacién entre las experiencias pasadas Y la situacién presente. Al practicarlas, los estudiantes pueden mejorar su fluidez,
evitar confusién con otros tiempos como el Past Simple y comunicarse de manera mas natural sobre experiencias, acciones no
terminadas y eventos recientes.

Para los aprendices, dominar estas palabras significa desarrollar confianza para expresar experiencias personales, acontecimientos de
la vida y situaciones en curso, que son habilidades clave en la comunicacién real.

Palabras Clave:

Presente perfecto, por, desde, alguna vez, nunca, ya, todavia

Introduccion Para identificarlo, existen algunas palabras clave (signal words)
El Present Perfect es un tiempo verbal que conecta el que guian al estudiante.

pasado con el presente. Se utiliza para hablar de hechos
gue tienen relevancia en el presente.
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A continuacion, explicamos las méas importantes:

= Already
Se usa para decir que algo ya ocurrié antes de ahora, a
menudo antes de lo esperado.
e | have already finished my homework. (Ya terminé
mi tarea).
=  Yet
Se emplea en oraciones negativas o preguntas, para
expresar que algo todavia no ha sucedido, pero se espera
gue ocurra.
e | haven't eaten yet. (Todavia no he comido).
e Have you finished yet? (¢ Ya terminaste?).
= Still
Sirve para indicar que una situacion sigue igual y no ha
cambiado. En Present Perfect suele contrastar con yet.
e | have still not received the email. (Todavia no he
recibido el correo).

= Just
Expresa que una accion ocurrié hace muy poco tiempo.
e She has just called me. (Ella me acaba de llamar).

=  Ever
Se utiliza en preguntas sobre experiencias en la vida, sin
indicar un momento especifico.
e Have you ever been to Paris? (¢Has estado
alguna vez en Paris?).

PRESENT PERFECT
SIGNAL WORDS

ALREADY

It's used in af firmative
sentences. If's placed between
the auxiliary verb and the past
participle.-> Homework is finished.
I've already done it.

JUST

YET

It's used in negative and
inferrogative sentences. It's
placed at the end of the
sentence. -> Have you finished
your task yet? Not yet, sorry.

T emt
It's used in affirmative 7% | Q
sentences. If's placed between
the auxiliary verb and the past
participle. -> Look, he has just

L~

arrived. It was five minutes ago. 4

Y

STILL

It's used in negative sentences.
If's placed before the auxiliary
verb with the Present Perfect.
-> She still hasn't bought the
present.

Figure 1. Signal words
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PRESENT PERFECT q
SIGNAL WORDS

EVER

It's mostly used in questions.
It's placed between the )
auxiliary verb and the past S
participle. ->

Have you ever eaten snails?

NEVER

It's used in affirmative
sentences - it makes the
sentence negative-. It's placed
between the auxiliary verb and
the past participle. -> I've
never been to Africa before.

FOR f???nh?

X<

X

It indicates a period of time.
-> I haven't seen him for a year.

SINCE

It indicates a specific point in
time.

-> I haven't seen him since
Christmas.

M.E. Lidie Susana Cortés Ferndndez
Escuela Preparatoria Nimero 4

Figure 2. Signal words-2

Estas palabras son esenciales porque ayudan a los
estudiantes a identificar cuando usar el Present Perfect y
a expresar experiencias, acciones recientes y situaciones
gue siguen conectadas al presente.
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